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The number of accidental drowning deaths in the UK has fallen for
the third year running from 430 in 2001 to 427 in 2002 with a
monthly peak during August when 63 people drowned. There were
no major factors during this year such as a significant summer heat
wave, severe winter flooding or emergency conditions like the foot
and mouth disease restrictions that could have impacted on the level
of exposure to water hazards.
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The majority of drowning victims were men aged between 15 and
45 years old, the combined total of 151, comprise 35% of all deaths.
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For the third year deaths amongst the under 15’s remained static at
40 and of this total the 17 under 5’s was again the same as the

previous year.
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A reduction in those drowning at inland water sites, (251) was offset Home

by increases in those drowning at the coast and at home.
87 people drowned either at the coast or in inshore waters and 56
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