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BASCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk: Mrs Anne Howls 
The Newlands ~ Crosscut Lane ~ Stanwardine-in-the-Fields ~ Baschurch ~ 

Shropshire ~ SY4 2DD  
Telephone: 01939 260442 ~ email: ellesmerepc@supanet.com 

 

5th August 2013 
 
Dear Councillor,  
 

                            I have been asked by all the members of Baschurch Parish Council, to 
write to you with regard to the proposed closure of Baschurch fire station. 
 

As you are no doubt aware, from radio and press reports, the residents and Council 
members of Baschurch are deeply concerned about the effects which will result, if such 
action is approved. At present we, and a number of adjacent parishes, are served by the 
firefighters of our fire station. If the fire station is to close, then the whole of this rural 
population will rely on the services of fire stations at Shrewsbury or Oswestry. A look at 
the county map will make you understand the lengthy journey that fire appliances from 
either of these fire stations will have to make, in order to attend any emergency incident 
in this area.  
 

The fulltime fire station at Shrewsbury is always busy with call-outs, and often requires 
the attendance of the Baschurch appliance to cover the town, as all its’ appliances are 
committed to emergency incidents. If our fire station is closed, we will regularly have no 
fire cover from Shrewsbury, due to them attending incidents within their own area.  The 
fire station at Oswestry is the busiest part time fire station in the county. Again, if the 
appliances from this station are committed to incidents, then we will not get any 
response from this fire station. There are also times when Oswestry are unable to 
provide crews for incidents. This will also negate attendance to our area. Another look at 
the county map will make you realize where the next nearest fire stations are, and how 
far they will have to travel to reach our area. 
 

In any case, attendance times to parts of our area will more than double. This will mean 
that there will be more chance of deaths from fire, as well as deaths in road accidents 
and other emergency situations. Damage to property, both domestic and commercial, 
will escalate as fire will take a firm hold before the nearest fire appliances will arrive.  
 

Before you make any decision regarding the above we would ask you to fully consider 
what impact your decision will have on our community, if you agree to the closure of our 
fire station. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
 
 
 
Anne Howls 

(Clerk to the Parish Council) 
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PREES PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Clerk 

Mrs L Rumney                                                                   The Fields 

                                                                                            Quina Brook 

                                                                                            WEM 

Tel No. 01939 236059                                                        Shropshire 

Email  lesley.rumney@btinternet.com                               SY4 5RJ 

 

Mr Redman 

Chief Fire Officer 

Shropshire Fire & Rescue Service 

Sent via email                                                                                 25th November 2013 

 

Dear Mr. Redman 

 

Re Proposed Fire Service Cuts 

 

On behalf of Prees Parish Council, thank you for attending the meeting at Prees on 8th 

November 2013. The Parish Council agreed that the meeting was of great benefit to it 

and hope that the Fire Service benefited in the same way. Following on from this the 

Parish Council is holding a public meeting on Tuesday 26th November to inform the 

local residents of the issues facing Prees Fire Station and the budget cuts that are 

being considered. 

 

I have been asked by the Parish Council to request from you, information under the 

Freedom of Information Act, with regard to Prees fire station. You have stated that the 

annual cost of providing this fire station is in the region of £150,000. In order to gain 

a better understanding of how this amount is calculated please will you provide me 

with the following information: 

 

1. The annual cost of building repairs and maintenance. 

2. The annual cost of building services i.e. water, heating, lighting and electricity.  

3. The annual cost of the fire appliance with regard to fuel, servicing and depreciation. 

4. The annual cost of Retaining Fees to Prees personnel.  

5. The annual cost of Drill Night and Training Fees for Prees personnel. 

6. The annual cost of replacement equipment and uniform. 

7. The additional cost of sending Fire Fighters to alternative venues for BA training in 

the event of the closure of Prees Fire Station. 

 

Thank you in anticipation. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 
Lesley Rumney      

Clerk to Prees Parish Council. 
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